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Partisan politics cloud sound energy policy with sustained gubernatorial veto 
HB365 override misses by 5 votes; leaves NH businesses & municipalities stymied & frustrated 

 
The needs of New Hampshire were blatantly ignored during today’s vote to override the veto of HB365, a bill that 
originally passed the legislature with overwhelming bi-partisan support. HB365 would have raised the net metering 
cap for local renewable energy projects including hydro and solar. Currently, small-scale renewable energy 
generators are restricted to 1MW in size; HB365 proposed to expand the cap to 5MW to enable larger energy 
users to self-generate or purchase power from local renewable producers. 
 
The Governor’s June veto of HB365 slammed the breaks on dozens of projects across the state. Today’s failure of 
the legislature to override the veto confirms that NH municipalities and businesses must suffer even longer delays 
to secure the benefits of locally produced power. 
 
“Clean Energy NH is thoroughly disappointed by the partisan actions of the NH House in failing to override a 
misinformed veto,” says Ted Vansant, Chair of the Clean Energy NH Board of Directors. “There has been no other 
energy bill with stronger support across the aisle and from NH’s mayors, select boards, and business leaders. The 
sustained veto doesn’t send the message that NH is open for business; rather, it sends the message that clean 
energy project developers and their private capital should look to other states that have more favorable clean 
energy policies.  NH remains at the mercy of utility monopolies and skyrocketing transmission rates, while Maine, 
Vermont and Massachusetts continue to see tremendous growth in clean energy technologies and investment.” 

 
“We had the opportunity to take control of our energy future with HB365,” says Madeleine Mineau, Executive 
Director of Clean Energy NH. “HB365 was a common-sense piece of legislation that removed an arbitrary 
regulatory barrier and opened the door for new investments and new jobs to strengthen the NH advantage.”  
 
The NH House failed to override the veto by a vote of 248-132. “It’s disappointing to see this bill fail due to political 
maneuvering by a margin of five votes. HB365 was about smart energy policy, something everyone can support for 
the benefits to NH ratepayers and taxpayers. Our members are disheartened that outside interests and political 
back-room deals perpetuated a slew of misinformation about the benefits of an expanded net metering cap.” 
 
Clean Energy NH will continue to advocate for forward-thinking energy policies that keep energy dollars local, 
lower rates for everyone, and keep NH competitive.  
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Clean Energy NH is the state’s leading clean energy advocate and educator, representing over 500 clean tech 
businesses, municipalities, and individuals. Clean Energy NH is a non-partisan, 501(c)(3) non-profit that provides 
services and resources to support the Granite State’s clean tech industries, policymakers, and communities. 
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